
The Life and Death of Roger Bushell: A Hero's
Journey
Roger Bushell was born in 1910 in Cape Town, South Africa. His father was
a British army officer, and his mother was a South African. Bushell was
educated in England, and he attended the Royal Military College,
Sandhurst. After graduating, he was commissioned into the Royal
Engineers.
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In 1939, World War II broke out, and Bushell was deployed to France with
the British Expeditionary Force. He was captured by the Germans in May
1940, and he was imprisoned at Stalag Luft III, a POW camp in Poland.
Despite the harsh conditions, Bushell refused to give up hope. He
organized a group of prisoners and began planning a daring escape
attempt.
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The escape attempt, which became known as the Great Escape, was one
of the most daring and ambitious POW escapes of all time. Bushell and his
team dug a 300-foot tunnel under the camp fence. On the night of March
24, 1944, 76 prisoners escaped through the tunnel. However, only 23 of the
escapees managed to evade capture, and Bushell was one of the 50 who
were recaptured.

Bushell was interrogated and tortured by the Gestapo. He refused to give
up any information about the escape, and he was eventually executed by
firing squad on September 29, 1944. He was 34 years old.

Roger Bushell was a hero who risked his life to fight for freedom. His story
is an inspiration to us all.

The Great Escape

The Great Escape was one of the most daring and ambitious POW
escapes of all time. Bushell and his team dug a 300-foot tunnel under the
camp fence. On the night of March 24, 1944, 76 prisoners escaped through
the tunnel. However, only 23 of the escapees managed to evade capture,
and Bushell was one of the 50 who were recaptured.

The Great Escape has been the subject of several books and films. The
most famous film adaptation is the 1963 film The Great Escape, which
starred Steve McQueen and Richard Attenborough. The film is a classic
war movie, and it is still considered one of the best films ever made.

Roger Bushell's Legacy

Roger Bushell was a hero who risked his life to fight for freedom. His story
is an inspiration to us all. Bushell's legacy is one of courage, determination,



and hope. He showed us that anything is possible if we never give up.

Bushell's story is a reminder that we should never take our freedom for
granted. We must always fight for what we believe in, even when the odds
are stacked against us. Bushell's legacy will continue to inspire us for
generations to come.
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