
Korean Film History: Resistance and
Democratic Imagination
Korean cinema has a long and rich history, dating back to the early 20th
century. During this time, Korean cinema has played a vital role in the
country's resistance to dictatorship and its promotion of democratic values.
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In the early days of Korean cinema, films were often used to promote
Japanese colonial rule. However, as the Korean independence movement
grew, filmmakers began to use cinema to express their opposition to
Japanese rule.

One of the most famous examples of Korean resistance cinema is the 1926
film Arirang. This film tells the story of a group of Korean farmers who are
forced to work in a Japanese factory. The farmers eventually rebel against
their Japanese oppressors, and the film ends with a scene of the Korean
flag waving in the wind.
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After Korea gained independence from Japan in 1945, Korean cinema
continued to play a role in the country's political development. During the
Korean War, films were used to boost morale and promote the war effort.

After the Korean War, Korea underwent a period of rapid economic growth.
This economic growth led to a boom in Korean cinema, and many new
films were produced during this time.

However, the Korean government also began to crack down on political
dissent during this time. This led to the suppression of many Korean films,
and many filmmakers were forced to flee the country.

Despite the government's suppression, Korean cinema continued to thrive.
In the 1980s, a new generation of Korean filmmakers emerged. These
filmmakers were influenced by the pro-democracy movement, and their
films often reflected the political and social issues of the time.

One of the most famous examples of Korean democratic cinema is the
1985 film May 18. This film tells the story of the Gwangju Uprising, a pro-
democracy uprising that was brutally suppressed by the Korean
government.

The Gwangju Uprising had a profound impact on Korean society, and it led
to the eventual democratization of Korea. Korean cinema played a vital role
in the pro-democracy movement, and it continues to play an important role
in Korean society today.

Korean film history is a rich and complex one. It is a history of resistance,
democracy, and imagination. Korean cinema has played a vital role in the



development of Korean society, and it continues to be an important part of
Korean culture today.

Further Reading

The Korean Film Archive

The Korean Film Council

Korean Film Net
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