
Incredible Hulk 1962-1999: The Uncanny
Evolution of a Comic Book Icon
The Incredible Hulk, a beloved character from the Marvel Comics universe,
has been captivating audiences for over six decades. From his humble
beginnings in 1962 to his iconic appearances in movies and television
shows, the Hulk has left an indelible mark on popular culture.
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This article will explore the incredible journey of the Hulk, showcasing rare
and iconic comic book covers, delving into the evolution of his character,
and unraveling the secrets behind his enduring popularity.

The Birth of a Monster: The Incredible Hulk #1 (1962)
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The Incredible Hulk was created by legendary comic book writer Stan Lee
and artist Jack Kirby. The character first appeared in The Incredible Hulk #1
in May 1962. In this groundbreaking issue, readers were introduced to
Bruce Banner, a brilliant but troubled scientist who transforms into a
monstrous, green-skinned behemoth whenever he becomes enraged or
stressed.
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The Hulk's origin story is a classic tale of science gone wrong. Bruce
Banner, while testing a gamma bomb, is accidentally exposed to a massive
dose of radiation. This radiation alters his genetic structure, causing him to
transform into the Hulk whenever his emotions get the better of him.

The Incredible Hulk #1 was an instant success, selling out within hours of
its release. The character quickly became a fan favorite, and his popularity
has only grown over the years.

The Evolution of the Hulk

Over the years, the Hulk has undergone a number of changes, both in
terms of his appearance and his personality. In his early appearances, the
Hulk was a mindless, destructive force. However, as the character
developed, he became more complex and nuanced.

One of the most significant changes to the Hulk came in the 1970s, when
writer Len Wein and artist Herb Trimpe introduced the "savage Hulk"
persona. This version of the Hulk was more intelligent and cunning than his
previous incarnations, and he was also more ruthless. The savage Hulk
quickly became a fan favorite, and he has remained a mainstay of the
character's mythos ever since.

In the 1980s, writer and artist John Byrne took over the Hulk and
introduced a new level of psychological complexity to the character. Byrne's
Hulk was a tortured soul, constantly struggling with his inner demons. This
interpretation of the Hulk was both groundbreaking and controversial, but it
ultimately helped to cement the character's status as a pop culture icon.

The Incredible Hulk in Other Media



In addition to his successful comic book career, the Hulk has also appeared
in numerous other media, including television, film, and video games.

The Hulk's first television appearance was in the 1966 animated series The
Marvel Super Heroes. The Hulk also appeared in the 1978 live-action
television series The Incredible Hulk, which starred Lou Ferrigno as the title
character. This series was a huge success, and it helped to introduce the
Hulk to a new generation of fans.

The Hulk has also appeared in several feature films. The most notable of
these films include The Incredible Hulk (2003),The Avengers (2012),and
Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015). These films have been box office
successes, and they have helped to make the Hulk one of the most
recognizable characters in the world.

The Enduring Legacy of the Incredible Hulk

The Incredible Hulk has been a pop culture phenomenon for over six
decades. The character has appeared in countless comic books, television
shows, and films, and he has been embraced by fans of all ages. The Hulk
is a complex and compelling character, and his story continues to resonate
with audiences today.

What is the secret to the Hulk's enduring popularity? It is likely due to the
character's universal appeal. The Hulk is a symbol of both strength and
vulnerability. He is a monster, but he is also a victim. He is a force of
destruction, but he is also a protector of the innocent. The Hulk is a
complex character, and his story is one that everyone can relate to.



The Incredible Hulk is a true pop culture icon. He is a character that has
stood the test of time, and he continues to captivate audiences today.
Whether you are a fan of comics, movies, or television, there is something
for everyone in the incredible world of the Hulk.
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