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In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans faced unprecedented
devastation. Amidst the chaos, Memorial Hospital became a beacon of
hope – and a stage for unimaginable tragedy. In "Five Days at Memorial,"
Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Sheri Fink reconstructs the harrowing
events that unfolded within these hallowed halls.

A Descent into Darkness

As the storm raged outside, the hospital's generators failed, plunging the
building into darkness. Patients, some critically ill, were left stranded on
higher floors. Water began to seep into the lower floors, forcing staff and
patients to relocate.

In those five days, as the outside world was helpless to reach them, the
medical staff at Memorial faced impossible choices. With limited resources
and dwindling supplies, they were forced to prioritize patients, ration care,
and make life-and-death decisions.

Ethical Quandaries and Human Toll
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Fink's meticulously researched account exposes the ethical quandaries
that confronted doctors and nurses during this desperate time. Facing a
shortage of ventilators, they had to decide who would receive life-saving
treatment. As supplies dwindled, they were forced to ration food and water
among the vulnerable patients.

The decisions they made, under extreme duress and with limited
information, have sparked ongoing debate and raised profound questions
about medical ethics and the limits of human endurance.

The Survivors' Stories

"Five Days at Memorial" not only delves into the ethical dilemmas but also
paints a vivid picture of the humanity that emerged amidst the chaos. Fink
gives voice to the survivors – patients, staff, and family members – who
endured unspeakable loss and harrowing experiences.

Their stories are a testament to the resilience of the human spirit and the
extraordinary bond that can form in the face of adversity.

A Compelling Narrative

Fink's writing is both compassionate and unflinching, immersing readers in
the heart-wrenching events of those five days. She balances rigorous
reporting with a narrative that reads like a gripping medical thriller.

The book has received widespread critical acclaim, with NPR calling it "a
must-read for anyone interested in medicine, disaster preparedness, or
human behavior under extreme stress."

Legacy and Impact



"Five Days at Memorial" has had a lasting impact, prompting important
discussions and reforms in disaster preparedness and medical ethics. It
has been adapted into a television series, further raising awareness of the
book's themes and the importance of ethical decision-making in times of
crisis.

"Five Days at Memorial" is a gripping and thought-provoking account of a
tragedy that shook the nation. Fink's incisive reporting and powerful
storytelling shed light on the unimaginable challenges faced by medical
professionals during a disaster and the profound ethical questions that
arise in the face of adversity. This book is a must-read for anyone
interested in human resilience, medical ethics, and the enduring power of
the human spirit.
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