Dog Getting Fat: Living Unapologetically with
Tetraplegia

*kk*

In the tapestry of life, unexpected threads sometimes weave their way,
altering the course of our existence. For Jax, a once-agile and vibrant
Australian Shepherd, an accident in 2021 would forever change his path. A
fall from a balcony left him paralyzed from the chest down, a diagnosis
known as tetraplegia.
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**The Accident's Impact**

The accident sent shockwaves through Jax's family. They grappled with the
overwhelming realization that their beloved companion's life would never
be the same. Veterinary specialists delivered the disheartening news: Jax's
paralysis was permanent.
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In the aftermath of the tragedy, feelings of loss and uncertainty consumed
Jax's family. They questioned their ability to provide him with the care and
quality of life he deserved. But amidst the despair, a flicker of hope
emerged.

**Embracing a New Reality**

With unwavering love and determination, Jax's family resolved to create a
fulfilling life for him, despite his physical limitations. They invested in
specialized wheelchairs, created an accessible home environment, and
embarked on a journey of physical therapy and rehabilitation.

As Jax gradually adapted to his new reality, an unexpected discovery
brought both joy and concern. Despite being physically inactive, he began
to gain weight. His once sleek and muscular body transformed, prompting
his family to seek answers.

**The Weight Gain Mystery**

Veterinary consultations revealed that Jax's weight gain was due to a
combination of factors. Post-paralysis, his metabolism had slowed down
significantly. Additionally, his wheelchair restricted his ability to move
independently, leading to a sedentary lifestyle.

While some weight gain was expected, Jax's family recognized the
potential risks associated with obesity. They consulted with canine obesity
specialists who provided tailored guidance on managing Jax's diet and
activity levels.

**Overcoming Challenges™*



Managing Jax's weight required creative solutions. Special harnesses and
lifting slings enabled his family to take him on short walks, providing much-
needed physical stimulation. They also adjusted his diet, reducing his
calorie intake and emphasizing nutrient-rich foods.

Through patience and perseverance, Jax's family achieved a gradual
decline in his weight. His energy levels improved, and his overall health
and well-being flourished.

**A Story of Resilience and Triumph**

Jax's journey is a testament to the indomitable spirit of both dogs and their
humans. Despite adversity, Jax found joy and purpose in life. His story
inspires others to embrace challenges and to seek out creative solutions for
their beloved pets.

*kk*

In "Dog Getting Fat: Living With Tetraplegia," Jax's story unfolds as a
compelling narrative of love, resilience, and triumph. Through his
experience, we learn that even in the most challenging circumstances,
hope can prevail. With unwavering support and unwavering determination,
we can empower our furry companions to live full and meaningful lives,
regardless of their physical limitations.
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