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Bill Reilly, the former administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA),is a complex and enigmatic figure. His tenure at the EPA was
marked by both notable achievements and significant controversies. In this
biography, we will explore the myths and misconceptions that have
surrounded Reilly's life and career, and we will attempt to uncover the truth
behind the legends.

Early Life and Career

Bill Reilly was born in 1941 in Chicago, Illinois. He earned a bachelor's
degree in economics from the University of Notre Dame and a law degree
from Harvard Law School. After graduating from law school, Reilly worked
as an attorney for the Justice Department and the Council on
Environmental Quality.

In 1982, Reilly was appointed by President Ronald Reagan to be the head
of the EPA. He served in this position until 1989. During his tenure, Reilly
oversaw the implementation of the Clean Air Act and the Clean Water Act.
He also played a key role in the development of the Montreal Protocol,
which was an international agreement to phase out the use of ozone-
depleting substances.

Achievements as EPA Administrator

Reilly's accomplishments as EPA administrator were significant. He helped
to improve air quality and water quality in the United States. He also played
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a leading role in the international effort to address climate change.

One of Reilly's most notable achievements was his work on the Clean Air
Act. He helped to strengthen the act's provisions on acid rain and smog. He
also oversaw the development of the first national air quality standards for
hazardous air pollutants.

Reilly also made significant progress on water quality issues. He helped to
implement the Clean Water Act and he oversaw the development of new
water quality standards. He also worked to protect wetlands and estuaries.

In addition to his work on air and water quality, Reilly also played a key role
in the international effort to address climate change. He helped to develop
the Montreal Protocol, which was an international agreement to phase out
the use of ozone-depleting substances. He also helped to establish the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC),which is the leading
international body for the assessment of climate change.

Controversies

Despite his many accomplishments, Reilly's tenure at the EPA was also
marked by controversy. He was criticized by some environmentalists for not
ng enough to protect the environment. He was also criticized by some
industry leaders for being too aggressive in his enforcement of
environmental regulations.

One of the most controversial decisions Reilly made was his approval of
the construction of a waste incinerator in East Liverpool, Ohio. The
incinerator was opposed by many local residents, who feared that it would
pollute the air and water. Reilly ultimately approved the construction of the



incinerator, but he required the company to install pollution control
equipment.

Reilly was also criticized for his handling of the Exxon Valdez oil spill. The
spill occurred in 1989, just a few months before Reilly left office. Reilly was
accused of not ng enough to hold Exxon accountable for the spill.

Legacy

Bill Reilly's legacy is complex and controversial. He was a strong advocate
for environmental protection, but he was also willing to compromise with
industry interests. He was a key figure in the development of some of the
most important environmental laws in the United States, but he was also
criticized for not ng enough to protect the environment.

Despite the controversies, Reilly's contributions to environmental protection
are undeniable. He helped to improve air quality and water quality in the
United States. He also played a leading role in the international effort to
address climate change.

Bill Reilly was a complex and enigmatic figure. He was a strong advocate
for environmental protection, but he was also willing to compromise with
industry interests. He was a key figure in the development of some of the
most important environmental laws in the United States, but he was also
criticized for not ng enough to protect the environment.

Reilly's legacy is likely to be debated for years to come. However, there is
no doubt that he was a major figure in the history of environmental
protection in the United States.
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